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corpo feminino, em especial devido ao facto de se associarem a morte e as moradas dos mortos, mas
também por se entenderem como fontes de novas almas e, portanto, de regeneracio e de vida nova.
Os autores classificam-nas como “the quintessential places of origin in Mesoamerican thought”
(230). Enquanto tal, tanto cavernas como cdmaras de vapor sio utilizadas nas representa¢Ges
iconograficas como forma de enaltecer o poder de um individuo, mostrando a ligacio deste aos
antepassados e a comunidade local e legitimando, deste modo, a autotidade e o estatuto, em especial
das elites emergentes. As imagens que ilustram o texto sao um elemento inestimavel.

Em suma, Motherhood in Antiquity oferece um conjunto de textos de grande interesse, tanto
para o publico em geral, como para leitores que procurem uma leitura mais especializada. Todos os
artigos sdo seguidos por notas finais, breves, e de teor maioritariamente bibliografico, que guiardo
o leitor para obras mais especificas. Um indice remissivo completa o volume. Realga-se a coragem
do projecto que subjaz a esta colectinea, que abre portas para outros percursos, numa tematica
que esta longe de esgotada e cujo estudo beneficia muito da latitude da abordagem e das andlises

aqui apresentadas.

Cristina Santos Pinheiro
Universidade da Madeira
Universidade de 1.isboa, Faculdade de Letras, Centro de Estudos Cldssicos

NANCY SORKIN RABINOWITZ et FIONA MCHARDY eds. (2015), From Abortion to
Pederasty: Addressing Difficult Topics in the Classics Classroom. Columbus, Ohio State University Press, 303
pp. ISBN 978-0-8142-1261-5 ($29.95)

From Abortion to Pederasty: Addressing Difficult Topics in the Classics Classroom, edited by Nancy
Rabinowitz and Fiona McHardy, and composed of fifteen chapters by an impressive array of authors,
seeks to approach two issues: first, the supposed irrelevance of Classics as it has been argued in the
last decades by both left and right ideologies. Second, to identify potentially troubling subjects that
are approached in the Classics classroom, while simultaneously providing advice to lecturers on how
to navigate through these hypothetically uncomfortable subjects.

The first impression one receives when reading the book is that we are faced with something
special, and so it is no surprise that this book was distinguished with the 2015 “Teaching Literature
Book Award’ by the Idaho State University. There are several articles that one can find on these topics,
with most of them being listed in the bibliography of this book, besides a number of publications
that came out in the years following its publication. However, a single volume dedicated only to
approaches to the teaching of sensitive topics inside the Classics classroom, with this level of detail
and educational value was, in my opinion, yet to exist. As the introduction discloses, this book is
the result of several years of group discussions on the pedagogical approaches to potential sensitive
topics, with the teaching of texts that disclose rape episodes in particular. This book approaches
sexual violence (chapters 9 and 10), as well as other aspects of sexuality ((7) such as pornography (8),
homoeroticism and gender identity (13, 14 and 15); but also, other potentially difficult topics such
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as death (chapters 1 and 2), disability (3), abortion (4), domestic violence (5), religion (6), slavery
and race (11 and 12). The above list has been fuelled by the personal experiences that different
lecturers had in their classrooms. I will not be able to approach each chapter in detail, due to space
limitations, however I will look closely to a few of them, namely the introduction, the chapters that
approach death (1 and 2), domestic violence (5) and religion (6), before concluding with my general
appreciation of this book. Although each chapter discusses different experiences, they all follow a
similar methodology: the identification of a potential difficult topic that the author had to approach
in class, the challenges that emerged from that experience, and suggestions of methods that one can
use to navigate through those challenges.

Nancy Rabinowitz’s introduction contextualizes the development of this book, taking the
reader through the problems of modern day humanities, its place among academia, and the value of
Classics in today’s world. It is, among all the chapters of the book, the one that directly addresses the
true value of Classics today, although the book as a whole showcase different approaches to various
issues in modern societies. The democratization and consequent anti-elitism of Classics is a mission
in which Rabinowitz herself as been playing a very active part. I was fortunate to be present at a
one-day workshop entitled ‘Diversity and the Study of the Ancient World,” organized by the editors
of this book, Rabinowitz and McHardy, held at the University of Roehampton, last October. Among
the several important issues that were approached, Rabinowitz shared her expetiences in teaching
classical drama in American prisons, which could be a paper fitting of a future volume focused on
Classics’ teaching,

The first chapter, ‘Near Death Experiences: Greek Art and Archaeology beyond the Grave’
by Smith and Weaver, approaches the teaching of topics related to death, and how the display
of evidence that show how ancient Greeks dealt with death. This might provoke discomfort in
students, particularly those who have had contact with death and murder. The authors highlight the
importance of playing to the wide range of sensibilities within a classroom composed of students of
different religious beliefs, whom might be faced with practices from other religions that are forbidden
by their own faith. Episodes such as the suicide of Ajax are paradigmatic examples to explore death
in antiquity, but simultaneously are potentially disturbing for a young person who had contact with
suicide in their personal life. In fact, both this and the second chapter ‘Raising Lazarus: Death in the
Classics Classroom’, by Butler, highlight the relevance of Sophocles’ A4jax, and the challenges of
approaching this text in the classroom. I do believe that Butler’s conclusion (p.51) provides a very
accurate definition for the aims of the book: “1) discussing examples of uncomfortable issues where
some students have to be made uncomfortable in the interests of comprehension, while respecting
the discomfort of others; 2) acknowledging the vast differences with which we are dealing when
it comes to students’, and our own experiences and familiarity with uncomfortable subjects; and
3) providing some pedagogical suggestions that apply to and are helpful for the teaching of other
uncomfortable subjects.”

Deacy and McHardy’s ‘“The “Whole-University Approach” to the Pedagogy of Domestic
Violence,” conveys the experience of teaching about highly sensitive topics such as domestic violence,
uxoricide, and infanticide in ancient Greece, in the HE classroom. Among the experiences reported
in this chapter, the authors show the relevance of taking an interdisciplinary approach to teach
about these issues. This is evidenced by the invitation of a Victorian gender and crime specialist, as
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well as a criminologist as guest-lecturers, to provide the students with the theoretical armament that
allows them to look at these issues through different lenses. However, the chapter’s scope goes well
beyond the methodology to use inside the classroom. It delves into the heart of the current problem
of domestic violence in the UK, and specifically domestic violence within the University campus,
where some of the students might be victims of domestic violence or lack the proper education
and support to be able to separate aggressive from normative behaviour. It becomes, then, part
of the lecturet’s job to be able to provide support to these students. Inserting these premises in a
““whole university” approach’, Deacy and McHardy highlights the necessity of providing education
and support to both students and staff, whilst working to raise awareness of potential aggressors to
the true extent of the damage that they might provoke; of potential victims on how to process the
situation, and where to look for help; and of the people in between (friends and family of potential
victims), on how to detect the signals that someone needs help. Consequently, this chapter “forces’
the reader to reflect on the larger spectrum of the lecturet’s role as an educator.

Strolonga’s “Teaching Uncomfortable Subjects: When Religious Beliefs Get in the Way,
focus on the teaching of classical religion, providing first-hand expetience of the potential issues
that such topics might rise among students who profess different faiths. Among other things, the
author highlights one point that seems extremely important to me, namely that no matter the level of
the lecturer’s preparation, previous to a class where potential problematic issues will be approached,
it is impossible to predict the actual feelings that might tise in class when the students are confronted
with ancient texts. The lecturer might have tried to anticipate the potential discomfort that the
materials that were prepared to be used in class might provoke, but it is impossible to accurately
predict the reaction of every student. This premise by itself shows that there is a current necessity
for studies such as this book, where new approaches need to be developed, new methods need to be
shared, so the HE teacher might be more efficient as an educator.

What does one get from this book? First, that there has been a growing awareness of the
need to discuss pedagogical approaches in the Classics classroom in the past decade, from which
this book is the first great representative. This discussion is certainly on the order of the day, as can
be perceived by several panels focused on pedagogy in the 2018 Classical Association conference.
Second, it provides the reader with plenty of food for thought, especially concerning the relationship
that a teacher should have with their students. It shows how important it is to carefully approach
disturbing subjects in class (that are nonetheless crucial to teach), while providing several suggestions
on how to better navigate these complicated issues while respecting the students’ sensibilities, making
the teaching process more productive with minimal distress. Third, it gives us a glimpse to the long
road still ahead of us. Apart from three chapters (3, 7 and 15), this book is based solely on experiences
in UK-USA universities, which means that there is still a lot of ground to cover. There is a need
to expand this discussion, to encapsulate teaching experiences from other countries, where Classics
scholars are facing the same fight against the devaluation of humanities. Let us hope that, in the near
future, new studies such as this will come to light, because we certainly need them.

José Malheiro Magalhdes
University of Roebampton
Universidade de 1.isboa, Faculdade de 1 etras, Centro de Historia



